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North American Missions and the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

What is the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering?
 In 1895, Annie Armstrong and the Woman’s 
Missionary Union (WMU)  responded to a request by the 
Home Mission Board (now known as the North American 
Mission Board—NAMB) due to its dire economic shortfalls.  
The WMU led the churches throughout the United States to 
pray and give during the third week in March.  God answered 
those prayers and through the sacrificial giving of  God’s people 
all across the nation the Home Mission Board could continue 
their work with the Indians, those involved in the western 
expansion, the immigrants, church 
planting, etc.  Since 1895, Southern 
Baptist Churches have set aside a 
week of  prayer and an Easter 
offering for the Home Mission 
Board.  
	 In 1934, after the death of  
Annie Armstrong the offering was 
renamed after her to honor her role 
and legacy in home missions.  
Today,  the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering represents 49% of  the 
annual revenue for NAMB.  If  it 
were not for the prayers and gifts  
offered during the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering, then NAMB could 
not support programs like SEND North America (an urban 
church planting strategy), Find It Here (an evangelistic strategy 
with the goal of  every Christian sharing and every person 
hearing the gospel by 2020), Disaster Relief  (the most well 
respected disaster relief  program in the nation) and many other 
programs that aid in reaching the lost with the gospel of  Jesus 
Christ.

Who is Annie Armstrong?
	 Anne Armstrong was born in Baltimore, Maryland on 
July 11, 1850.  Her mother was a Baptist and Annie was raised 
Baptist even though here father was a Presbyterian (he died 
while she was an infant).  She lived through the Civil War, 
which had a profound influence on her outlook on the poor and 

destitute.  She also lived in Baltimore, which was a thriving port 
town, so Annie was passionate about helping the women and 
children that were immigrating to the United States.
 Annie had nothing more than a High School 
education, but her literature and business sensibilities show that 
she was well educated during that time.  Annie was passionate 
about serving the cause of  home missions.  In 1880, Annie 
heard a speaker talk about the destitute conditions of  the 
American Indians and Annie was led to do something about it.  
Two years later she was elected, at the age of  32, president of  
the Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society of  Maryland.  
This was her first prominent leadership position, but it would 
not be her last.  She also took on the post of  Correspondence 
Secretary of  the Maryland Mission Rooms. This position 

sought to familiarize women in 
Maryland with the missions work 
that was being carried on by the 
Home Mission Board of  the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  
However, her crowing achievement 
was probably her election as 
Correspondence Secretary of  the 
Women’s Missionary Union, the 
new SBC national women’s 
missionary organization, where she 
wrote countless letters (in 1893 
alone she wrote over 18,000).  Her 
job was to raise awareness and help 
promote the causes of  the Home 

Mission Board.  It was at this post 
that Annie put forth the idea of  a yearly week of  prayer and an 
offering to help meet the financial needs of  the Home Mission 
Board.  We now call that week of  prayer and offering the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering (AAEO).
 Annie did not stay on the sidelines and pass on 
information.  She was vital in missionary causes in her 
hometown of  Baltimore, which showed in her deep passion for 
the immigrants and poor children in the city.  She also took up 
the cause of  the marginalized black population in the South 
after the Civil War.  She traveled extensively throughout the 
South meeting and seeking help for southern mission efforts.  
Her efforts were not just pointed towards the South.  She also 
traveled to Oklahoma and other Indian areas to see the work 
and petition the churches for the needs represented.  Annie was 
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a significant force in the expansion of  the Home Mission 
Board’s causes.

Why should I give to the AAEO?
 First, NAMB estimates that there are 260 million lost 
people in the United States and Canada (three out of  four 
people).  Second, every cent that is given to the AAEO goes to 
missionaries and their work.  Third, 49% of  
NAMB’s operating budget comes from the 
AAEO.  Fourth, AAEO monies go to church 
plants, student evangelism on college 
campuses, and evangelistic efforts throughout 
North America.  Fifth, without your support 
NAMB will not be able to meet its financial 
obligations.  Sixth, yes, we do receive some of  
the benefits from the AAEO here at Brushy 
Fork.  We just received a box of  New 
Testaments that we will be using in evangelistic 
efforts in our area throughout the rest of  the 
year and into 2014.  Annie works for us here in 
Indiana.  
	 Brushy Fork Baptist Church will be 
collecting the AAEO on Easter Sunday, March 
31, but we will receive AAEO donations any time they come.  

written by Chris Clemans

Augustine - His Conversion
(A continuation from last month)  

 After six years in Carthage, Augustine leaves to go to 
Rome.  He leaves for Rome in order to secure a better 
livelihood.  He starts out simply teaching in the streets.   What 
would happen in those days, is a teacher would set up shop and 
seek to recruit students in the public square.  The teacher’s 
charisma and obvious proficiency would be the means by which 
they would garner their students.  However, the students had a 
keen gift of  getting around the payment for the teaching they 
received.  Augustine would have had to go home had it not 
been for a providential meeting with Symmachus who was the 
Perfect of  the City of  Milan, Italy, who had been charged with 
finding a professional rhetorician for the city.  Augustine’s 

appointment to this post was providential both for his life and 
his spiritual state.
 Augustine had become disenchanted with the 
Manichees (his previous religious affiliation), and was now ripe 
to fall under the great orator of  Milan—Ambrose.  Augustine 
would have to entered the Catholic Church as a catechumen 
(one learning the faith in order to receive baptism) in order to 

get around the appearance of  him being a 
Manichee.  Augustine would have probably 
indefinitely delayed this process if  it were not 
for his mother Monica coming to Milan to live 
with him.  Augustine had tricked his mother 
by leaving her in Carthage, but she had 
tracked him down and now had moved in with 
him.  Monica immediately became enamored 
with Ambrose and forced Augustine to go to 
church with her.  Under the preaching of  
Ambrose, Augustine heard a clear presentation 
of  the gospel from a man who held intellectual 
powers equal to Augustine’s.  Augustine came 
to respect and listen to Ambrose.  It would be 
Ambrose’s preaching that would prepare 
Augustine’s heart, but it would be the Bible 

that captured his faith.
 At a moment of  conviction, Augustine left his friend 
Alypius and wondered away.  He came to a fig tree and threw 
himself  down.  His sins were constantly bombarding his mind 
and he was penitent over them.  From across the hedge, he 
heard the sound of  a child’s voice chanting in a sing song 
manner, “Pick it up, read it! Pick it up, read it!”   However, 
Augustine could not find a child anywhere.  Taking it as a sign 
from God he went to his Bible and read the first paragraph his 
eyes touched.  Romans 13:13b-14 “not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”  Paul’s 
words immediately captured his heart and he repented of  his 
sins and followed Christ in faith.  Ambrose would baptize him 
the next Easter.  Augustine’s salvation radically changed his life, 
and God would use him in a radical way to help the church.
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